
Introduction to the 
Supervisor Safety 
Declaration
Thursday, December 14, 2023



The University of Alberta respectfully 
acknowledges that we are located on 
Treaty 6 territory, a traditional 
gathering place for diverse Indigenous 
peoples including the Cree, Blackfoot, 
Métis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene, 
Ojibway/ Saulteaux/Anishinaabe, Inuit, 
and many others whose histories, 
languages, and cultures continue to 
influence our vibrant community.
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Agenda

● Who is a supervisor at the U of A?
● What is the Supervisor Safety Declaration?
● Why does it matter?
● What’s involved?

○ Supervisor Safety Declaration
○ Supervising Safely eLearning

● Resources
○ Supervisor’s Toolkit
○ FAQ

● Next steps & timelines
● Q & A
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Who is a Supervisor at the U of A?
● Principal Investigators (PIs)

● Instructors

● Graduate students & postdoctoral 

fellows

● Site manager (labs, field research, 

construction sites, etc.)

● President, VPs, Deans, Directors, 

Chairs

…and many others

Anyone who has charge 
of a worksite or authority 

over a worker



What is the Supervisor Safety 
Declaration (SSD)?

● An initiative within the Culture of Care 
Safety Action Plan

● Designed to:
○ Ensure that supervisors have training 

in the legal and policy framework of 
health, safety and environment (HSE) 
at the university

○ Inform supervisors of their legal and 
policy obligations

○ Connect supervisors to tools to assist 
them in fulfilling their obligations

 



Why does it matter?

● The Safety Stand Down held in spring 2022 
and planned inspections identified gaps in 
supervisor safety training 

● The university has a legal obligation to 
ensure that supervisors have competency 
in health and safety practices

● Supervisors are key to providing health and 
safety leadership

● Culture of Care starts with leadership 
actions to build capacity for continued 
safety culture improvement in years 2 and 3

● The Supervisor’s Safety Declaration is the 
natural next step arising from the Culture of 
Care Senior Leadership Commitment

A workplace where 
everyone owns their 

safety and that of 
others

…so we all go home 
safely at the end of 

the day



What’s involved?

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration

● Supervising Safely 
eLearning

● Acknowledgement Page
● Supervisor Safety 

Declaration Toolkit
● FAQ

https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/environment-and-safety/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/environment-and-safety/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration.html


What’s involved?

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration is accessible 
from the Acknowledgement 
Page
○ after you have completed the 

Supervising Safety eLearning 
(system will remind you to do this 
first)

○ Select the Review Button

…and other obligations

https://apps.ualberta.ca/acknowledgments
https://apps.ualberta.ca/acknowledgments


What’s involved?

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration (SSD) 
Acknowledgement Page
○ Similar to annual Privacy & 

Security Awareness 
acknowledgement
■ Resides on same IST platform & 

connects to HSE LMS to verify training 
completion status

■ Allows for Faculty/Portfolio reporting

○ Complete Supervising Safely 
eLearning + SSD by April 28, 
2024



What’s involved?

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration is accessible 
from the Acknowledgement 
Page
○ after you have completed the 

Supervising Safety eLearning 
(system will remind you to do this 
first)

○ Select the Review Button

https://apps.ualberta.ca/acknowledgments
https://apps.ualberta.ca/acknowledgments


What’s involved?
● Supervising Safely 

eLearning
○ An update of the EHS Professional 

Development Course (originally 
launched in 2016)*

○ Aligns with Culture of Care & U of A 
HSE Management System (HSEMS)

○ Updated to current OHS Act, 
Regulation & Code

○ 7 modules on U of A HSE obligations, 
legislative requirements & HSEMS 
processes

○ Login with your CCID; 2-3 hours to 
complete

○ Mandatory for all supervisors
* If you took the old version after August 1, 2023 you won’t have to take 
Supervising Safely until the annual declaration refresh

https://training.ehs.ualberta.ca/course/view.php?id=199
https://training.ehs.ualberta.ca/course/view.php?id=199


Resources

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration Declaration 
Toolkit
○ Provides examples, tips & 

links to resources to assist 
you

○ Aligns with Culture of Care, 
Safety Stand Down items & 
the HSEMS

https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/media-library/health-safety-environment/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration-toolkit-web.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/media-library/health-safety-environment/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration-toolkit-web.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/media-library/health-safety-environment/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration-toolkit-web.pdf


Resources

● Frequently Asked 
Questions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEEElzsl8YjQipU3vpuz-AF0sgeVDAwwNHRw9tOy8y4/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEEElzsl8YjQipU3vpuz-AF0sgeVDAwwNHRw9tOy8y4/preview


Important Links

● Supervisor Safety 
Declaration

● Acknowledgement Page
● Supervising Safely 

eLearning
● Supervisor Safety 

Declaration Toolkit
● FAQ

https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/environment-and-safety/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/environment-and-safety/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration.html
https://apps.ualberta.ca/acknowledgments
https://training.ehs.ualberta.ca/course/view.php?id=199
https://training.ehs.ualberta.ca/course/view.php?id=199
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/media-library/health-safety-environment/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration-toolkit-web.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/human-resources-health-safety-environment/media-library/health-safety-environment/culture-of-care/supervisor-safety-declaration-toolkit-web.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEEElzsl8YjQipU3vpuz-AF0sgeVDAwwNHRw9tOy8y4/preview


Next Steps
1. Complete Supervising Safely 

eLearning by April 28, 2024
2. Review and sign the declaration by 

April 28, 2024
3. Monthly email reminders through 

January to March, weekly in April
4. System reports available to Faculty 

& Portfolio leaders to track progress
5. Annual renewal

…Work together to enhance the Safety 
Culture at the U of A



Q & A



Leading with Purpose.


