
 
GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MOTION AND FINAL DOCUMENT SUMMARY 
 

 
The following Motions and Documents were considered by the GFC Academic Planning Committee at its 
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 meeting: 
 
 

Agenda Title: New Academic Centre - Digital Scholarship Centre 
 
CARRIED MOTION: 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from GFC, approve the 
establishment of the Digital Scholarship Centre, as proposed by Learning Services and as contained in 
attachment 1, to be effective immediately. 
 
FINAL Item: 4 

 



FINAL Item No. 4 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 24, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposed Digital Scholarship Centre (DSC) 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from GFC, 
approve the establishment of the Digital Scholarship Centre, as proposed by Learning 
Services and as contained in attachment 1, to be effective immediately. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Dale Askey, Vice-Provost (Learning Services) and Chief Librarian 
Presenter(s) Dale Askey, Vice-Provost (Learning Services) and Chief Librarian 

Geoff Harder, Associate University Librarian 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To seek approval for the establishment of the Digital Scholarship Centre 
(DSC). 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

The DSC will conduct, advance, and support research relating to and 
about digital scholarship. Appropriate resources and budget have been 
identified and established within the Libraries existing operational 
structure in order to ensure principles of sustainability and excellence in 
mission are achieved. Substantial consultations and due diligence in 
conforming to the Centres and Institutes policy have been followed in 
order to plan for and create an important and viable campus resource, 
one which will help support and encourage digitally-based research and 
collaboration.      
Designation of the DSC as an academic centre is important for many 
reasons, including the potential for it to become a centre of excellence 
nationally and internationally in conducting research and support for 
digital scholarship. Centre status will also help ensure that those 
researchers and teams affiliated with the Centre are well positioned to 
attract and receive grant funding. Due to the centre’s interdisciplinary 
nature and its physical location being in central interdisciplinary space, 
the DSC has the potential to be a tremendous incubator and connector 
for research partnerships. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 

Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 

<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 

Those who have been consulted: 
• Centres and Institutes Committee (CIC)
• Randy Goebel, Associate Vice-President Research/Academic

and Chair, Centres and Institutes Committee (CIC)
• Tammy Hopper, Vice-Provost (Programs)
• Sarah Forgie, Vice-Provost (Learning Initiatives)
• Wendy Rodgers, Deputy Provost

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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• Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives Manager, Office of the Provost 

and Vice-President (Academic) 
• GFC Committee on the Learning Environment (CLE) 
• Brian Stewart, Deputy CIO, Information Services & Technology 
• Edith Finczak, Director, Academic Budget & Planning 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

GFC Academic Planning Committee – October 24, 2018 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 11: 
Advance the University of Alberta’s reputation for research excellence by 
pursuing fundamental and original questions and ideas, pushing the 
frontiers of knowledge, inspiring creative experimentation, driving 
innovation, and advancing society. 
 
OBJECTIVE 13: 
Enable University of Alberta researchers to succeed and excel. 
 
OBJECTIVE 16: 
Enhance, increase, and sustain reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
community relations, community engagement, and community-engaged 
research and scholarship that will extend the reach, effectiveness, 
benefit, and value of our university-community connections. 
 
OBJECTIVE 17: 
Facilitate, build, and support interdisciplinary, cross-faculty, and cross-
unit engagement and collaboration. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Risk: Research Enterprise 
Risk statement: If the university does not effectively manage and support 
its research enterprise it will be unable to fulfill its mission and academic 
goals as an internationally recognized research-intensive university. 
 
Risk: Reputation 
Risk Statement: If the university does not protect and enhance its 
reputation, it could fail to achieve its academic mission and goals. 
 
Risk: Relationships with Stakeholders 
If the university does not establish and maintain constructive 
relationships with its key stakeholders, it could fail to achieve its 
academic mission and goals. 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act 
Centres and Institutes Policy (UAPPOL) 
GFC Academic Planning Committee 

 
Attachment: 
1.  Attachment 1:  Proposed Digital Scholarship Centre 
 
Prepared by: Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives Manager, Office of the Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic), apatrick@ualberta.ca; Geoff Harder, Associate University Librarian, 
Libraries, gharder@ualberta.ca.  
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